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Endowments and their role in eradicating illiteracy and national
cohesion
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Abstract

This study explores the historical and contemporary role of the Islamic Waqf
(endowment) system as a vital socio-economic institution aimed at achieving
sustainable development through education and social stability. The research
highlights how endowments served as the primary engine for eradicating
illiteracy by funding diverse educational facilities, including elementary
schools, major universities like Al-Azhar and Al-Mustansiriya, and massive
libraries. By providing free education, scholarships, and living expenses for
students —particularly orphans and the poor—the Wagqgf system ensured that
knowledge was not a privilege of the elite but a right accessible to all members
of society.

Beyond education, the paper emphasizes the Waqf’s significant contribution to
national cohesion and the strengthening of citizenship. By supporting public
infrastructure and comprehensive social welfare, endowments reduced social
disparities and eased the financial burden on the state. The study concludes that
reviving and modernizing the management of endowments is a civilizational
necessity to combat modern challenges like poverty and ignorance, thereby

fostering a more integrated, secure, and stable society.
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